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(54) OPTICAL IMAGE PICKUP DEVICE 

(57) Abstract: 

PURPOSE: To miniaturize an optical image pickup device 
forming a knife edge in common use with a reflection 
film to the side face of a polarized prism and using the 
reflection film so as to fold the optical path of a 
focus error signal detection optical system. 

CONSTITUTION: The knife edge is formed with a thin film 
in common use for a reflection film 7 in a focus error 
signal detection optical system using the knife edge, 
the reflection film 7 is formed directly to a 1/4 
wavelength plate 6 sticked to a polarized prism 3 and 
the reflection film 7 folds the optical path of the 
focus error signal detection optical system. Thus, the 
length of the focus error signal detection optical 
system is reduced. Further, the knife edge which has 
been constituted conventionally by a metallic plate is 
formed by the reflection film 7 to attain light weight. 
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